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JUNG LIN, Pianist

Pianist Jung Lin has been acclaimed for her poetic and virtuosic pianism. A native of Taiwan, she conducted her own orchestral works at age 12, won numerous competitions in her native country, and was featured on Taiwan’s major news program “90 minutes.” At sixteen her symphonic poem, “The Black Wedding” was given its premiere by the Juilliard Symphony under Miguel Harth-Bedoya. While at Juilliard Ms. Lin studied composition with the renowned American composer David Diamond, and for six years, piano with the eminent pianist Martin Canin.
One of the outstanding Chopin pianists of her generation, Ms. Lin has given numerous all Chopin recitals. In 1999, the 150th anniversary of Chopin’s death, she was heard at such prestigious venues as the International Keyboard Institute and Festival at the Mannes College of Music, the Summit Festival, the Kosciuszko Polish Foundation, and in China. In October, 1999 she was featured at New York’s Alice Tully Hall in Lincoln Center in the Gala Chopin recital which included 25 world renowned pianists. In addition to Chopin, Jung Lin is an avid champion of Nikolai Medtner and her repertoire of the great Russian composer is extensive. She makes it a point to include some Medtner on each of her programs.

During 2004 Ms. Lin was invited by radio station WQXR to perform three recitals at the New York Botanical Garden, playing to capacity audiences and worldwide on wqxr.com. In 2004 she was also heard as guest soloist in Tchaikovsky’s First Piano Concerto in Scranton and Wilkes-Barre with the Northeastern Pennsylvania Philharmonic, a performance that drew the following spectacular praise from the local press:

“Lin demonstrated incredible luminosity and technical command during the piece …Lin’s dexterity and approach at her instrument drew raves and a standing ovation from the audience following the concerto. Lin is disciplined, talented and possesses amazing technique. Lin’s destiny, it appears, is just beginning to be written. It seems to be headed for greatness of incredible proportion.”
A highpoint of 2004 was a December recital debut at New York City’s Alice Tully Hall. In reviewing this event for the New York Concert Review (Spring 2005), Busoni and Naumburg prizewinner Howard Aibel wrote the following:

“From the opening Variations sérieuses by Mendelssohn, Lin held her audience, nay hypnotized them; they did not stir. Listening to how beautifully she played the theme, the audience sensed they were going to hear a superior artist, and they did. Lin very carefully thought about and studied every detail of the music, yet made everything sound inspired and spontaneous, imbuing each composition with infinite colors, subtlety and sensitivity.”

Of recent performances in New York, Ms. Lin performed to a capacity audience at the prestigious Vélez Blanco Patio at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, broadcast live on New York Times’ radio station WQXR and worldwide on wqxr.com. Another large audience heard her at the International Keyboard Institute and Festival at the Mannes College of Music in an unusual all Mendelssohn and Medtner program. She also appeared at the Medtner Festival at the Bargemusic where she gave the American premiere of the Posthumous Quintet for piano and strings. Her New York Season was capped off with another solo recital at Alice Tully Hall in December 2005, of which the eminent critic Harris Goldsmith wrote:

“This was a superb recital. Jung Lin is a first class artist, in Rachmaninoff’s Six Moments Musicaux, Ms. Lin’s songful recreations evoked fond memories of Moiseiwitsch along with Gieseking. She is that sort of magically refined player.”

Recently she made her debut in Amsterdam where she performed Beethoven’s Sonata, Op. 111. She returned to Amsterdam in May of this year, when her performance at the Concertgebouw’s Sunday chamber music series was broadcast live throughout Holland. In August, her recital for the Dame Myra Hess Memorial Concerts was broadcast live on WFMT Chicago, and aired on TV channel 21 three days in a row. Other important venues this season were recitals at the National Philharmonic Hall Series in Maryland, and the Noon Recital Series at the Rockefeller University in a program including the Liszt Sonata. In June, she will take part in the Cervantes Institute's live broadcast series of Spanish piano music, “In the Gardens of Spain.” In July she will be performing at the prestigious Aspen Ideas Festival. In August Ms. Lin returns for her third engagement at the Nantucket Musical Arts Society in a solo recital. Later in August she travels to Brazil where she performs the Rachmaninoff Second Concerto with Joao Carlos Martins conducting in San Paulo and Rio de Janeiro. Ms. Lin is frequently heard on “Performance Today” on NPR. 

Next season she is scheduled to perform with the Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra at the season’s concluding concert titled Russian Fireworks in Rachmaninoff’s Third Concerto with Alfred Savia conducting.

Late in 2007 Naxos will release Jung Lin in two all-Medtner CDs which includes the first complete recording of the Russian composer’s 38 Tales. Ms. Lin lives in New York City.

For more information contact Hemsing Associates, 212-772-1132.
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